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	Characteristics
	No. of patients (%)
	METTL3 expression
	P

	
	
	Low n = 25 (%)
	High n = 25 (%)
	

	Age
	
	
	
	0.571

	<60 years
	24 (48.0)
	11 (44.0)
	13 (52.0)
	

	≥60 years
	26 (52.0)
	14 (56.0)
	12 (48.0)
	

	Gender
	
	
	
	0.765

	   Female
	17 (34.0)
	9 (36.0)
	8 (32.0)
	

	   Male
	33 (66.0)
	16 (64.0)
	17 (68.0)
	

	Cirrhosis
	
	
	
	0.508

	   No
	12 (24.0)
	7 (28.0)
	5 (20.0)
	

	   Yes
	38 (76.0)
	18 (72.0)
	20 (80.0)
	

	Hepatitis B infection
	
	
	
	0.370

	   No
	17 (34.0)
	10 (40.0)
	7 (28.0)
	

	   Yes
	33 (66.0)
	15 (60.0)
	18 (72.0)
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk493969866]Differentiation
	
	
	
	0.002*

	Well
	27 (54.0)
	19 (76.0)
	8 (32.0)
	

	   Moderate/Poor
	23 (46.0)
	6 (24.0)
	17 (68.0)
	

	Tumor size
	
	
	
	0.018*

	< 5 cm
	18 (36.0)
	13 (52.0)
	5 (20.0)
	

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]≥ 5 cm
	32 (64.0)
	12 (48.0)
	20 (80.0)
	

	Microvascular invasion
	
	
	
	0.023*

	No
	22 (44.0)
	15 (60.0)
	7 (28.0)
	

	Yes
	28 (56.0)
	10 (40.0)
	18 (72.0)
	

	TNM stage
	
	
	
	0.001*

	I/II
	28 (56.0)
	20 (80.0)
	8 (32.0)
	

	III/IV
	22 (44.0)
	5 (20.0)
	17 (68.0)
	



