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Maintained-school: Funded and controlled by the local education authority.
Academy: Publicly funded independent school, run by an Academy Trust. Academies are funded directly by national government, not the local authority. Some academies have a sponsor, such as a business, university, or other school, who has majority control of the academy trust and whose role is to improve under-performing schools. Other (higher-performing) schools are allowed to convert to academy status without a sponsor to gain increased autonomy. 
Single Academy Trust (SAT) - A single academy trust runs one academy.
Multi Academy Trust (MAT) – Multi-academy trusts (MATs) run more than one academy. Currently the largest of these in England are responsible for over 60 academies, and cross multiple local authority boundaries.
Free school: These are also academies, but is the term used for new schools set up independently of local authority control. They can be set up by groups such as charities, universities, faith groups or Academy Trusts.
Special school: Cater for pupils aged 11 and older and specialise in provision for children with special educational needs.
Faith academies: like other academies but may have their own admissions process, and can choose what they teach in religious studies.
Pupil Referral Unit (PRU): Provides education for children who are excluded, sick or otherwise unable to attend mainstream school. 

