
 

Additional file 2 Selection process of studies for the meta-analysis (international databases) 

Abbreviations: RCTs, randomized controlled trials; PC, palliative care. 

 

Records identified through 

SCIE database searching     

n=22 

 

Full-text retrieved    

n=22 

Studies used for meta-analysis 

           n=0 

Exclude (n = 57) 

1. No RCTs (n = 31) 

2. Study protocol (n = 3) 

3. RCTs focused on the separate components of 

PC, such as pain control (n = 11)  

4. New interventions based on PC (n = 3) 

5. Caregiver (n = 1) 
6. Review/qualitative study (n = 6) 

7. No relevant outcomes (n = 2) 

Records identified through 

SCIE database searching     

n=32 

 

Full-text retrieved    

n=32 

Records identified through 

EBSCO database searching     

n=3 

 

Full-text retrieved    

n=3 


