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6a and 6b). Subsequently, we transfected MCF7 cells as described in experimental 348 



procedures with the chosen siRNA; 24 h post-transfection, the cells were treated with 349 



ETOH, TNF, or CORT + TNF or DEX + TNF to test the importance of IAP expression in 350 



the protection conferred by GC, and viability was evaluated 18 h post-treatment. 351 



Interference with IAP significantly decreased (*p < 0.05) the anti-cytotoxic effect of CORT 352 



or DEX (Fig. 6c) and (Table 2). The protection conferred by CORT + TNF decreased 353 



18.6% for c-IAP1 and 21.6% for XIAP, while the protection conferred by DEX + TNF 354 



decreased 22.5% for c-IAP1 and 28.2% for XIAP (Table 2).  355 



This decrease was statistically significant (p <0.05) with both GC and demonstrated that the 356 



presence of these two IAP is important for anti-cytotoxic protection. 357 



Table 2. siRNA against c-IAP1 or XIAP decreased cytotoxic protection.  358 



   Treatment TNF    
% 



 CORT   
    % 



CORT + TNF                
          % 



 DEX       
    % 



 DEX + TNF     
        % 



    MOCK     23  
  



   85 
  



        46 
  



   83 
  



       57 
  



   NR-siRNA     21 
  



   53         41    72        42 



 c-IAP1-siRNA 3     13    69        25         
   *18.6 % 



   71        20     
   *22.5 % 



 XIAP-siRNA 2     14    70        32  
   *21.6 % 



   73        19     
   *28.2 % 



 359 



Values represent the % viability at 18 h post-treatment. MOCK: Transfection without 360 



siRNA; NR-siRNA: Transfection with non-related siRNA. c-IAP1-siRNA 3 and XIAP-361 



siRNA 2. Transfection with the lowest expression of IAP-siRNA. *represent the decrease 362 



of % viability that resulted with  IAP-interference. 363 
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