The Subnational Human Development Index Database

The Subnational Human Development Index (SHDI) provides the level of human development for 1625 subnational regions within 161 countries. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The SHDI is at the national level equal to the Human Development Index (HDI) published by the Human Development Report Office of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and shows how this index varies within countries.

This dataset of the SHDI Database contains four different data files: “SHDI-Database”, “SHDI-Starting-Data”, “SHDI-Data-Quality” and “UNDP-HDI-Data”. Each of these files is available in three different versions; for SPSS, STATA and MS Excel. The dataset also contains a SPSS syntax file: “SHDI-Syntax-File”.
    
The SHDI-Database file contains the subnational and national values of the SHDI, its three dimension indices (education, health, standard of living) and the four indicators on the basis of which SHDI and dimension indices are computed (mean years of schooling, expected years of schooling, life expectancy at birth, and log Gross National Income per capita). 

The number of subnational regions varies between two regions for Comoros and Malta to 51 regions for the USA, with an average of 10 regions. The years for which the SHDI is available are similar to those of the UNDP HDI (mostly from 1990-2017, but sometimes shorter) The total number of country-years for which SHDI data is available is 4087.

The SHDI-Starting-Data file contains the data as obtained from the original sources, presented in a standard form, so that it can be analysed in a straightforward way. This file also contains information on the data sources used for each country-year combination, the number of subnational regions used for each country and the population size of the regions. 

The SHDI-Data-Quality file contains for all possible country-year combinations and for all four indicators information on whether the subnational values of the indicator were actually available in a given year, or whether they were interpolated or extrapolated, and, if so, over how many years.

The UNDP-HDI-Data file contains the national values of the HDI and the four indicators and the national population size for all country-year combinations. The data was derived from the UNDP HDI database (http://hdr.undp.org/en/data) in September 2018.

The SHDI-Syntax-File contains the SPSS syntax code that was used to create the SHDI-Database and SHDI Data Quality files on the basis of the SHDI-Starting-Data and UNDP-HDI-Data files.

A detailed description of the SHDI Database can be found in the data descriptor paper “The subnational human development index database” published in Scientific Data (Smits & Permanyer, 2019). The descriptions of the records of the four data files are presented in Tables 2, 3, 4 and 5 of this paper. 

The most recent version of the SHDI Data is available in an easy to use form on www.gdldat.org/shdi.

